We take stewardship of the journal at a time of fascinating local and international challenges and opportunities. Politics itself is changing, in almost every way: a declining faith in democracy and political institutions; changing modes of governance and policy-making; changing modes and values in political communication; shifts in ideologies, international relations and political economy; and the world-wide impact of climate change. These and other shifts demand analysis not just through existing lenses, but the development of new, often inter-disciplinary ones. But those opportunities come at a time of internal challenges as well: fragmentation into ever-more-isolated sub-fields, a continuing gender gap in the discipline, and government imperatives to connect academic research to wider audiences, to name just a few.
